WEST CHRISTCHURCH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Committee Meeting Minutes

The Howard Centre 6th March 2007 at 7.30 pm

1. Present: Acting Chairman Jim Biggin; Treasurer Sue Shlackman; Maureen Biggin; John Pendrill; Janet Robson; Norman Roper
2. Apologies for Absence: Roger Hamilton; John Thackray; Terry Darch
3. Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of 6th February were approved. 
4. Treasurer’s Report: no significant activity so far this year
5. Collector’s Wine and Cheese Party: it was resolved that a wine and cheese party would be held in January 2008 and that Sue Shlackman should book the hall now.

6. Take over of records from Terry Darch: it was noted that the paper based records had been passed to Maureen Biggin and following that about a third had so far been transferred to Microsoft Excel
7. Member’s Newsletter 2007: Sue Shlackman was authorised to print 2,100 news letters, 2,100 membership tickets and 50 collectors badges

8. Removal of low efficiency roads: after studying the Membership Secretary’s report on road efficiency it was resolved that roads having an efficiency of between 1% and 20% would no longer be approached

9. Delegate to the Joint Residents Association Committee: Jim Biggin reported that he had now met with DCC who had finally admitted that they can not afford to build, run and maintain MBT plants. The matter had been referred to Central Government to resolve.

10. Delegate to the Herpetological Conservation Trust: Janet Robson reported that some clearance work was taking place on the Common on water board land; the HCT are ahead of schedule in their operations in the Avon valley; Natural England have a new 10 year plan for culling animals; parking in Sandy Lane is receiving some attention, including the use of leaflets; the signage to the gun club is in poor repair. Councillor Spittle is organising a “Friends of St Catherine’s Hill” meeting for 24th March at the Hall on the Hill
11. Delegate to the St Catherine’s Hill Community Centre Committee: no major developments to report
12. Delegate to the CBC Accessibility Committee: no major developments to report.
13. Planning Issues – General Principles: a proposal to knock down 35 Hurn Way and replace it by two bungalows was used as an example to debate the general principles that the Resident’s Association should employ when objecting to a proposal. It was resolved that we should be mindful of: the attitude of local residents who are members; whether or not a point of principle is involved as we should not become involved in spats between two neighbours over matters of taste but should only object to development that damaged our overall environment; whether or not CBC would be likely to refuse permission, there being no point in objecting just for the sake of it; whether or not an appeal against a refusal was likely to succeed, it being counter productive to put CBC to needless expense.
14. Planning Issues: we have objected to 35 Hurn Way and a proposal to infill at the back of 26 Stour Way. An appeal by 15 Cross Way has been turned down and they will be asked to knock down what they have built. We have objected to a plan to knock down 30-32 River Way and build 3 bungalows. 84 River Way has appealed to Bristol. 247 Fairmile Road has asked permission to build an extra bedroom, which is unlikely to be allowed due to its proximity to Town Common
15. Town Centre Strategy: the poor overall progress on this was noted and it was resolved that we would ask the JCCRA to take up the matter
16. CBC request for consultation autumn 2007: it was resolved that we would ask them to talk to local residents about the town centre strategy. 

17. Christchurch Community Partnership: it was resolved not to support their function at the end of March

18. Booking Halls for 2008: Sue Shlackman was authorised to book The Howard Centre for the first Wednesday of every month in 2008 and The Hall on the Hill for the last Thursday in February and the last Thursday in October

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm. Next meeting is on Tuesday 3rd April
